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Navigating life and death: Indigenous youth resistance to formations of otherness in Argentina

This conference examines how necropolitics constrains and shapes Indigenous youth activism in northern Patagonia, Argentina, focusing on the experiences of young Mapuche activists in Río Negro province. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork and on Achille Mbembe’s concept of necropolitics, the argument situates youth activism within broader “national formations of otherness” that organize inequality through intersecting dimensions such as ethnicity, race, class, gender, and age.

The main argument is that the incorporation of Patagonia into the Argentine state at the end of the nineteenth century through genocide continues to structure contemporary social relations. This genocidal process involved not only open violence but also the production of racialized internal others and the denial of the violence itself, generating enduring forms of territorial dispossession, urban displacement, and symbolic subordination.

Within this context, urban Mapuche youth activism since the 1990s has challenged dominant narratives of extinction and assimilation while connecting Indigenous belonging with experiences of marginalization in urban peripheries. However, there are also explores tensions within contemporary Mapuche activism, particularly around forms of resistance centered on bodily exposure to state violence. Certain strands of activism resignify death as sacrifice and political agency, especially for young Mapuche men positioned as “warriors.”

The conference aims to analyse how these moral and political constructions may paradoxically reproduce the very necropolitical logics they seek to resist. In response, it highlights the emergence of Mapuche Territorial Feminism, which questions the romanticization of martyrdom and foregrounds alternative forms of resistance oriented toward sustaining life, collective continuity, and territorial security.

