Chapter 1 ™
Genetically Modified Organism’s (GMO's) EI
Impact and Current Status in Latin

America: Technological Sovereignty

or Dependence?

Sandra Sharry and M. Valenting Briones

Abstruct The debale on the ndoption and development of GMOs continues today.
The polarizations on dheir use have been esisblished and do nol seem io change.
‘This polarzaton bas also been esiablished i Latin Amenca, although two coun-
tnes permit the cultrvaton of (3MOs (Brazil and Argengml. Afier 30 years of the
first (MO plant, what bappenad in Latin Amenca? What posigon beve your coun-
tries tmken on the adop@on, adeptation, snd development of GM crops? [t seems tat
the struggle for the development of these crops ongimated on other continents, bui
their consequences bad an impact in Latin Amenca. This debaie has meant rising
revenues in some couniries and the delay of others in the use of e powerful lech-
mology 15 it ethical ? This debale bas l=fi some countries in Latin Amenca and the
Caribbean 2 echnological unit, end others bave been able o close the gap between
the developer countnes and them. (MO techmology continues 1o be surrounded By
controversal debales involving differenl aciors. Thix chapier drues sgention io the
conflics peneraind in polareed contexts ond shows Bow, in simations of 2 wantsd
polarmaison, straiegies are used only 10 defend themselves and masnigin contmd of
the situnton i Both positions. The point of view is feom the soentific and iechno-
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